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On the Road ... with summertime travels
Summer means travel, especially after the
COVID-19 pandemic caused many of us
to cancel summer plans in 2020. Whether
it's trains, planes or automobiles (or other
modes of transportation), hopefully you're
getting out and about this summer. AAA
estimates some 88 million Americans will
be traveling this summer.
Here's a look at what Section President
Alan Syme, with Membership
Coordinator Susann Syme, and former
Section Presidents Rick Everett, with
Debbie Everett, and Arno Pitzen, with
Vice President Ginny Pitzen, have been
up to on their summer travels:

If you're road tripping with your
Mercedes this summer, send a picture
of you and your car with a short
summary to newsletter editor Kirsten
Voinis at kvoinis@kvoinis.com and we
may use it in an upcoming newsletter
or on social media.

Road tripping and cruising with Alan and Susann Syme
Susann and I departed in late April for our
annual trek to our 55-foot motor yacht Kaos that
spent the winter at a marina in the Pacific North
West. We elected to drive our ML 63 AMG
instead of the SL 63 AMG due to the amount of
“stuff” we take back and forth each year.
Having selected the most northerly route thru
Wyoming, Montana, Idaho and Washington, we
were pleasantly surprised by the beauty of the
route along I-25 and I-90. We stopped in Casper,
and Coeur d’ Alene as well as Dumas, Texas.
Due to COVID border restrictions, we had to
have a delivery captain move our boat from
winter storage in Canada to Roche Harbor in the
San Juan Islands in Washington. Fortunately, it
was cool but nice and sunny as we spent lots of time in the “jewels” of the San Juan’s
Sucia and Matia Islands. We note how wet it was in Texas, but it was cool but mostly dry
here.
We anticipate being back in Texas by the end of July as our PNW adventure has come to a
close and we have sold our boat. Looking forward to seeing you all at our next Lone Star
Section event!

New cars and toasting newlyweds with Rick and Debbie Everett
What has your past president been up to? Well
first I sold my 1992 500 SL in early April and
purchased Section President Alan Syme’s 2008
SL 550 “very nice car.” Then, on April 15, on the
way home from Cedar Park, my wife, Debbie,
was caught in a hailstorm which totaled her ML
350. Fast forward, I was able to find her a 2014
ML 350 that was three years newer and had
100,000 fewer miles. Neither purchase was
planned or budgeted – “OUCH.”
Many of you may or may not be aware that Dana
Skillman, who served as Section vice president
when I was president, was married June 12 to
Randy Bell. Debbie and I had the pleasure of attending. We drove the SL 550 all the way
to Destin, Fla., without a hiccup. This being my first time driving the car any distance, I
played with trying to see what kind of mileage I might expect. Also, Alan had told me he
would get about 23 mph on the open road. I, however, got as high as 26.5 mph. When I
called Alan to tell my good news, he said I drive too slow!
OK, I want to tell everyone about a gold mine Debbie and I found in Lafayette, La. It is a
small boutique hotel called the Carriage House, in an area referred to as River Ranch. This
area is a planned community set to look very much like the Deep South with homes on the
street and gas lights – the works. With your accommodations you get access to private
restaurants, a health club and private street parking. For anyone headed east on Interstate
10, it is about a six-hour drive from Austin.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the July luncheon.

Aloha from Arno and Ginny Pitzen
Ginny and I kicked off our Summer 2021 by
traveling to the Hawaiian island of Kauai. We
spent two weeks with friends exploring the
beautiful scenery like Na Pali Coast State Park
above Kalalau Beach, after passing through the
Waimea Canyon Park; as well as many beaches
including Anini Beach, Hanalei Beach and
Kalihikai.
We rode along with a friend while he golfed in
Princeville Makai Golf Club; visited a coffee plant
in Waimea; and, of course, shopping and eating
out were part of the vacation.
Unfortunately, we were not able to explore via
helicopter because the tours were all booked
through the end of August as were the luaus.
Rental cars were difficult to find, especially a Mercedes-Benz, so we ended up with a Buick
SUV. Restaurants were only operating at 50% capacity, so reservations were required for
all restaurants.

Upcoming Events
JULY 24: Lunch at Trattoria Lisina
We'll enjoy a delicious lunch at the
beautiful Trattoria Lisina, located on the
grounds of The Mandola Estate &
Vineyard in Driftwood.

11:15 a.m.- 2 p.m., Saturday, July 24
Trattoria Lisina
13308 FM 150 West
Driftwood
This event is full.
Contact Ginny Pitzen at
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com to be put on the
waiting list.

AUG. 21: Lone Star Riverboat
Houston Section invited
Enjoy a sunset cruise on Lady Bird Lake
and watch millions of Mexican free-tailed
bats emerge from the Congress Avenue
bridge. The bats are part of the largest
urban colony in North America. Relax on
the lake and enjoy narration and history
provided by the ship's captain.
Ahead of the cruise, we will be meeting at
5 p.m. for an early dinner (location TBD).
The MBCA Houston Section has been
invited to join us. Family and friends also
are welcome to attend.
Before dinner and the boat ride, we have
the following additional activities
scheduled with the Houston Section - all
are invited to participate:
Noon: Lunch at The Oasis on Lake Travis
(no reservation, pay for your own lunch)
2 p.m.: Tour the Bullock Texas State
History Museum

5 p.m. - Dinner and drinks
(Location TBD)
7:30 p.m. - Board the Lone Star
Riverboat
208 Barton Springs Road
Austin
Event cost:
$30 members, $35 nonmembers
RSVP (required) and pay
More details
A block of rooms has been reserved at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel until July 29 reserve here.

Future Lone Star Section Events
Details to come

Sept. 25-26: Painted Churches Tour
Fayette County area

If you have any questions
or suggestions for events,
contact Ginny Pitzen at
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com
or (512) 925-4481.

Oct. 9-10: Hill Country Run
Burnet
Dec. 4: Annual Christmas Party
Home of Alan and Susann Syme
Sun City, Georgetown

National Event: Nov. 2-5: Mercedes Freude
Several members of the Lone Star Section

outside of Germany and has several

are planning to attend Mercedes Freude in

vintage Mercedes on display.

Hilton Head, S.C., from Nov. 2-5, and
perhaps turn it into a Section road trip with

Interested?

a possible stop and tour at the Mercedes-

Contact Ginny Pitzen at

Benz U.S. International Inc. Visitor

ginnypitzen@yahoo.com or

Center/Museum and plant in Vance,

(512) 925-4881

Alabama. The museum is the only one

Details at the Mercedes Freude website

Watch for details and other Lone Star events to be announced in future
newsletters, emails to members, on our Facebook page and
at https://lonestar.mbca.org
Have an idea for an event? Contact Vice President Ginny Pitzen.

Recent Events
June 26: Show and Shine

The recent Show and Shine at Martin Park in Horseshoe Bay attracted 29 members,
including nine new ones, and some very sparkling vehicles for an afternoon of showing off
cars, socializing and a catered BBQ lunch. Cars entered into the "show" portion of the
event were judged by past presidents Rick Everett and Arno Pitzen.
Results were:
First place - John and Pamela Cooper driving a black 1997 SL 320
Second place - Mike and Myra Smith driving a silver 2013 SL 55
Third place - Mark and Cathy Bolles driving a silver 1998 SL 600
Fourth place - Christina Bedford driving a red 1987 SL 560
Thanks to Claudio Sanchez-Guisandes for sharing his photos of the event.

#MeAndMyMercedes
Nick and Kirsten Voinis drove their ML
350 down to Port Aransas for a little
R&R on the beach and met this friendly
fellow, who thought twice about taking
a bite out of the Benz.

Have you and your Mercedes been on an adventure or trip? We'd like to highlight it here and on social
media. Send a photo and description to Newsletter Editor Kirsten Voinis

Welcome New & Renewing Members - June
New Members
Debbie Beilman
Ronald Stone
Brian Braudt
Jim Turpin

Renewing Members
Tracy Alexander
Wes Lange
Mike McAnally
Chris Melson
Bruce Sasse
Arthur and Ellen Simpkin
Robert Stiles
George Vrba
William and Melanie Wallace

Need information on membership? Know someone who wants to join?
Contact Membership Coordinator Susann Syme

Are you taking advantage of your membership benefits?
Your MBCA membership comes local benefits, in addition to the national ones.

Ben's Workshop:
10% discount - you must ask for the club
discount before the bill is written up. Visit
the website.

Mercedes-Benz of Austin
10% discount - you must ask for the club
discount before the bill is written up. Visit
the website.

Interested in advertising in the Lone Star
Update, the Section's monthly newsletter?
Contact Newsletter Editor Kirsten Voinis for
information on sizes and pricing for monthly
and annual ads.

Lone Star Section Officers

President - Alan Syme
(210) 827-8308
alansyme424@gmail.com
Vice President - Ginny Pitzen
(512) 925-4481
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com
Secretary - Frank Irwin
frank.irwin@gmail.com

Treasurer - Nick Voinis
nick7@austin.rr.com
Membership Coordinator Susann Syme
46kaos@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor - Kirsten Voinis
kvoinis@kvoinis.com
Past President - Rick Everett
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