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On the Road (literally)...
with Secretary Frank Irwin
Betsy and I had been dating for about six
months and were looking to get away for a
bit. When Chris, a friend of a friend,
mentioned that he had bought a 1993
300E (W124) from someone in
Connecticut, and was trying to figure out
how to economically get it home, I saw an
opportunity. I bought my first Mercedes
(1997 SL600) off eBay and drove it home
from New Jersey, so I had an idea as to
how it could be done. I talked to Betsy,
and she was up for the adventure!
I asked Chris the first question anyone
should ask when buying a Mercedes built
in the 1993-1996 time frame: “Has the
wiring harness been replaced?” During
this time, the European Union mandated
that the insulation on wiring harnesses be
made of biodegradable materials. This
would be fine for cars that last for five
years, but not for cars that last for
decades. Chris said that he had asked this
question, and that the seller indicated that
it had been replaced.
Betsy and I flew into LaGuardia Airport,
then picked up the car in Connecticut.
New England was in prime fall foliage
season, I had friends in Massachusetts
whom I wanted to visit, and Betsy wanted
to see Bar Harbor, Maine, so we filled up
the gas tank and headed north. The car
ran great the first two days into
Massachusetts and Maine, where we
checked into our hotel and then headed to
Acadia National Park. The weather started
getting wet and misty as we got closer,
and the car started running rougher. It was
dark and raining by the time we got to the
park, so we filled up the car with gas and
added some fuel treatment before heading
to the hotel. The car still didn't run great,
but we made it back.

store parking lot to pull out, check and
clean the spark plugs, but this didn't seem
to help.
Consulting with Chris, we decided that it
would be best to take the car to the local
Mercedes dealership. We almost made it
before the car just would go no further, so
we had it towed it the rest of the way.
The dealer confirmed our fears that the
problem lay in the original wiring harness,
which they could not procure. Chris had to
have the car shipped home to Austin, after
all, where he replaced the wiring harness,
made a few other fixes, and now has the
car purring like the proverbial kitten. We
rented a car and drove home to Austin.
Betsy was great during the whole ordeal,
not complaining once, and our relationship
remains strong. In fact, a few weeks after
this trip she and a friend flew to Arizona to
drive home a Volkswagen Beetle that she
had found on the internet. Her trip was
more successful.

The car ran fine the next couple of days
that we spent visiting friends and family in
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania before
heading to North Carolina. As we neared
Raleigh, the car started running poorly,
again, and at one point, the engine was
running so rich I could literally see the fuel
gauge moving. I pulled into a chain tool

Upcoming Events
MAY 22-23: Houston Section MBCA Day (College Station)
The Houston Section has invited our Lone
Star Section to their May 22 event, MBCA
Day in College Station. The event will
include a tour of the American GI Museum
with an overnight stay at the Stella Hotel.
This is a great event that the Houston
coordinates, and our Section has
participated in the past.

Saturday-Sunday, May 22-23
College Station
Times and agenda
RSVP by May 18 to Ginny Pitzen at
ginnypitzen@yahoo.com or
(512) 925-4881
You must make your own hotel
reservations.
Registration (by May 18) and details

JUNE 26: Show and Shine
Get ready to show off your MercedesBenz when the Lone Star Section meets
up for a Show and Shine event.

11 a.m.- 1 p.m., Saturday, June 26
Martin Park in Horseshoe Bay
Coming soon: Registration and details

AUG. 21: Lone Star Riverboat
Enjoy a sunset cruise on Lady Bird Lake
and watch millions of Mexican free-tailed
bats emerge from the Congress Avenue
bridge. The bats are part of the largest
urban colony in North America. Relax on
the lake and enjoy narration and history
provided by the ship's captain. Those
participating should bring their own food
and beverage.

5-8 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 21
Lone Star Riverboat
208 Barton Springs Road
Austin
Event cost TBA
Coming soon: Registration and details

OCT. 9: Hill Country Run
This event was regularly scheduled in
April but was delayed due to the COVID19 pandemic.

11 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 9
Burnet
Coming soon: Registration and details

Nov. 2-5: Mercedes Freude (national event)
Several members of the Lone Star Section

outside of Germany and has several

are planning to attend Mercedes Freude in

vintage Mercedes on display.

Hilton Head, S.C., from Nov. 2-5, and
perhaps turn it into a Section road trip with

Interested?

a possible stop and tour at the Mercedes-

Contact Ginny Pitzen at

Benz U.S. International Inc. Visitor

ginnypitzen@yahoo.com or

Center/Museum and plant in Vance,

(512) 925-4881

Alabama. The museum is the only one

Details at the Mercedes Freude website

Watch for details and other Lone Star events to be announced in future
newsletters, emails to members, on our Facebook page and
at https://lonestar.mbca.org
Have an idea for an event? Contact Vice President Ginny Pitzen.

Recent Events
About 30 Lone Star Section members hit the road on a Saturday in mid April for a lovely
drive through the Hill Country wildflowers followed by lunch at Altstadt Brewery outside of
Fredericksburg. It was the Section's first outing in over a year, and it was fun to reconnect
with old friends and meet new ones.

#MeAndMyMercedes
Debbie and Rick Everett enjoyed many
trips, especially adventures with the
Lone Star Section, in their 1992 500
SL. They recently bid a fond "Auf
Wiedersehen" to their faithful '92 and
welcomed a new Mercedes-Benz - the
2008 550 SL owned by Section
President Alan Syme and wife Susann!
Safe and fun travels to the Everetts in
their new ride that is a familiar Section
fixture.

Have you and your Mercedes been on an adventure or trip? We'd like to highlight it here and on social
media. Send a photo and description to Newsletter Editor Kirsten Voinis

Arno Pitzen, MBCA National Driving Performance
chair and former Lone Star Section president, and
his co-driver Tracy Alexander came in first in their
class in the 23rd annual Big Bend Open Road Race
held April 24.
The two participated in the 120-class driving a 2015
Corvette belonging to Alexander. In 2019, the duo
placed second in their class driving Pitzen's 2003
Mercedes-Benz SL 55 Brabus.

Welcome New & Renewing Members - April
New Members
Thomas Abramson
Chris Campbell
Paul Lelko
Rick Lovegrove

Renewing Members
William Dickson
David Ervin
Joe Lannello
Phil McDuffee
Lee Melugin
Richard Williams

Need information on membership? Know someone who wants to join?
Contact Vice President Ginny Pitzen.

Upcoming Deadlines
May 31: New and renewing membership bonuses
Mercedes-Benz Club of America is offering three special bonuses to members who renew
their membership by May 31. Any member can extend their membership in order to take
advantage of these bonuses.
BONUS 1: One additional month added to your membership for every year you renew (up
to three months).
BONUS 2: Entry into a June 2 drawing to win a $50 gift card (AMEX, VISA, or Amazon).
SPECIAL BONUS: If you enroll in auto-renew at the same time you renew, you will
automatically be entered into the drawing for a $50 gift card (AMEX, VISA, or Amazon).
Drawings are held at every 1,000 auto renew enrollment goal.
Renew online at https://www.mbca.org/ or contact the National Business Office at (800)
637-2360.

June 17: Spring 2021 raffle ticket sales
The International Stars Mercedes-Benz Club of
America Spring 2021 raffle is open through June
17.
First prize: 2021 E450 4MATIC Cabriolet
Second prize: 2021 Mercedes Freude
Event
Visit raffle.mbca.org for more information and to read the rules and regulations.

Interested in advertising in the Lone Star
Update, the Section's monthly newsletter?
Contact Newsletter Editor Kirsten Voinis for
information on sizes and pricing for monthly
and annual ads.
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President - Alan Syme
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(512) 925-4481
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frank.irwin@gmail.com

Treasurer - Nick Voinis
nick7@austin.rr.com
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Newsletter Editor - Kirsten Voinis
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Past President - Rick Everett
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